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Dutch waste associations NVRD and DWMA want
government support to combat laughing gas
canisters

‘The safety of workers is compromised, the damage to plant runs into millions’

The Dutch Association for Refuse and Cleansing Management (NVRD) and the Dutch Waste Management
Association (DWMA) demand an urgent meeting with ministers Yesilgéz, Kuipers and Heijnen to discuss
the littering of nitrous oxide canisters (NOS canisters) in public places and in the waste chain. Refuse
collectors and workers at waste-to-energy plants are currently exposed to major safety risks from
exploding NOS canisters. Tens of millions of euros worth of damage have already been reported this year
and waste facilities often have to be shut down. The NVRD and DWMA urge the government to take action.

Nitrous oxide has been banned since 1 January. Since then refuse collection and treatment companies have had
to deal with dozens of NOS canisters found in refuse vehicles and incinerators every week. Municipal authorities
and public and private waste companies have suffered significant damage to vehicles and treatment plants caused
by exploding NOS canisters. These vehicles and plants then have to be repaired.

Accidents waiting to happen

‘Of course we are most concerned about the major safety risks our people are exposed to on a daily basis,’
stresses Boris van der Ham, president of the DWMA. ‘Accidents are waiting to happen. This situation can no
longer be tolerated. We want the government to take action.’

The NVRD and DWMA want to manage the collection and processing of discarded NOS canisters and have
already made concrete proposals. For example, the sector wants to see official collection points for empty NOS
canisters at municipal recycling centres or waste depots.

The NVRD and DWMA have asked the government ministers concerned for a personal meeting to discuss the
problem.

[pfoto] Boris van der Ham, president of the Dutch Waste Management Association (photo copyright free).



Note to the editor (not for publication)

About the Dutch Waste Management Association

The Dutch Waste Management Association (DWMA) represents the interests of companies active throughout the
whole waste management chain. By uniting the various parties and interests in the chain, the Association has
become a key partner in the transition to the circular economy. The Association stimulates the transition to a
circular economy, focusing on closed-loop recycling and materials and energy recovery, and negotiates with
government and other organisations on behalf of its members. In terms of turnover and waste volumes, the
Association represents about two-thirds of the Dutch waste market. « www.verenigingafvalbedrijven.nl |
http://www.wastematters.eu

About the Association for Refuse and Cleansing Management

The Dutch Association for Refuse and Cleansing Management (NVRD) represents the interests of all municipal
and public waste and cleansing services in the Netherlands. The NVRD has occupied a position at the heart of
society since 1907. Its more than 400 members collect waste from Dutch households, keep the living and working
environment clean, and provide sheltered workplaces. Their work makes an active contribution each day towards
establishing the circular economy. * www.nvrd.nl

For more information please contact:

 Dutch Waste Management Association: Jeroen Stein, stein@verenigingafvalbedrijven.nl +31 (0)6 51 03 78 47 |
+31 (0)73 - 627 94 44

* NVRD: Suzie van de Pas, vandepas@nvrd.nl +31 (0)6 15 50 68 60 | +31 (0)88 377 0000
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