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1.  Article  2 of the European  Communities  Council  Directive  (83/477/EEC)  On the
protection  of  workers  from  the  risks  related  to  exposure  to  asbestos  at  work

recognizes  six  forms  of  asbestos.

The  commercially  important  forms  of  asbestos  are:

(i)  chrysolite,  known  as  white  asbestos

(ii)  crocidolite,  known  as  blue  asbestos

(iii)  amosite,  known  as  brown  asbestos.

2.  Amosite  and  crocidolite  both  possess  crystal  structur,.=s  referred  to  as

amphiboles  whereas  chrysolite  has  a different  structure.  The  differin,g  crystal

structures  g,ive  rise  to  differing  fibre  shapes,  and  ther'e  is  strong,  evidence

that  the  amphiboles  are  more  hazardous  to  health  than  chrysolite  asbestos.  This

dif'ference  in  deg,ree  of  hazard  is  reflactad  in  naw  control  lirriits  for  asbastos

applied  in the United  Kingdom  f'rom l August  1984,  and also  in draf't  Asbastos
(Prohibition)  Regulations  now  beinp,  discussad,

3.  The United  Kingdom  did not  support  th-  amendment  to UN No. 2590 proposad
by ICAO in documant  ST/SG/AC.lO/C.2/R.443,  because  that  documant  did  not  address
the  real  problem  in  the  opinion  of  the  United  Kin,gdom.  This  view  was  widaly

shared  at  the  thirty-sacond  session  of' the  Group  of  Rapportaurs  in  August  1984
and  the  ICAO  proposal  was  not  pursuad-

4.  The lmpor  f-ant  COnSldiI'ra  filOn  18  fhe  r  Gf  lee  'e.lOn Of 'Ch -' nl%ghe!'  de  g,r C"J O r hazard
associatad  with  brown  asbestos  (amosite),  'out  the  introduction  of  a naw antry

for  brown  asbestos  (amosita)  in  chaptar  2 s-iams  unn,rc,sasary.

5.  Therefore  it  is proposed  that  UN No.  2212 should  be amended to read:

"2212  Blua  asbastos  (crocido:lita)  Class  9 PGII

or  Brown  asbestos  (amositt-)"
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The synonyms  "crocidolite"  and  "amosiia"  should  appear  :in  both  chapter  2 and  the

index,  as these  terms  are  more  valid  'chan many accepted  in the  United  Nations
Recommendations.

other  than

commercial  importance

mentioned  in  the

on page  9014  of
intention  of  the  ICAO  proposal

6. As to whether  UN No. 2590  needs  to cover  forms  of  asbastos

chrysolite,  thare  is not much @uidance  available  on the
of  actinolite,  anthophyllite  or  tremolite,  the  other  forms

EC Dlr  eC 'elVe  - It  18  hOWeVer  nO  ied  f=tla  'C bF)e IMDG  COde  r' ef  er  S

the  En,olish  text  to anthophyllite.  It  was  also  the
to  recognize  other  forms.

7. Therefore  it  is proposed  that  UN No. 2590 should  be amended to read:

"2590  Asbestos,  all  forms  other  than
blue  or  brown"

Class  9 PGIII
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1.  L'article  2 de la Directive  /583/zl.77%EEC') d'u Conseil  des Commuriaut'6s europ6ennes
sur  la  protection  des  travailletu's  con'tre  les  risques  li'e's  a  l'exposi'tion

professionnelle  a l'a-mia:i'xte  re'tient  sii<  formes  d'amian'te.

I)u point  de vue comercial9  les  formes  importantes  d'amiai"ite  son't les
suivontes  :

i)  chrysotiley  Ou auiiante  'ola:ac

ii)  crocidol'ite,  ou amiarite  bleu

iii)  amosite,  ou amiante  brun,

2..  L'amosite  et  la  croci6olite  ont  liune  et  l'autre  la  structu..re  crjstalline

des amphiboles,  'tax"idis  que  celle  de la  chrysotile  en differe.  Or  les  differences

de structure  cristalline  se retrouvent  dans  les  foru'ies  des  fibhes,  eti  l'on  a  des

preuves  solides  que  les  am'o,hiboles  pr6sentent  plus  de  dan,ger  pour  la  sant6  que

l'amian'te  chrysotile.  Catte  difference  de  degr6  de  risque  est  r6percut6e  dans

les  nouvelles  limi't,es  de  surveillance  da  l'ai'i'iiante  appliqu6es  au  Ro,yaume-Uni

depuis  le  le'r  ao'at 198zj,  ainsi  que dans le pro,jet  de r%lemen'tation  (intea'diction)
de l'amiante,  actuellement  a  l'examen.

5.  Le Royaurne-Uni  n'avait  pas appuye  l'amendement  concernant  le No ONU 2590

propos6 par 1'OACI  dans l('  document S!'/SCr/AC.10//C.2/R.44.3,  car  a son av:is ce document
ne  s'attaquait  'o,as au  vrai  prob:l'rne.  Cet'te  fagon  de voir  les  choses  a 6t6 lar,gement
partage'e  A la  trente-deuxieme  session  au G:roupe de rapporteurs  en aofit  1984,  aussx
la  proposition  de  1'OACI  n'eut-ellci  pas  de  suite.

4.  Il  importe  de refMtea  le  degr6  plus  41ev4  de risque  pre'sentrS  par  l'amiai"ite  brun

(amosite}9\  mais  ouv'rir  au chapitre  2 buaie nouvelle  rubrique  'o,our  cet  amiante  ne semble
pas  ntGcessaire
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5.  Il  e:s'!; (IO]IC  prOpOS(s  cl-. rao6ificr  CO1lorTne sui-i.;  le  Nc  OI'n.T 2212  :

2212  Amiante  bleu  "crocidolit:=),  clar'.se  9 Cr.E.  IJ
O'L1 Amia:nte  brra'i  ,araos:i."ae)"

Les synon;ymes "crocidolite"  at "amosite"  ae'i"r:'ii  e=-t' ii,er  a la fois  au cha3:iitre  2
et danri  1,'ixic'lex,  c.es te:i:'raes 6'tarit  l"ilus  pertiaepts  que i,iaints  termes  accept,6s  dans
les  Recommandaticiris  ae  1'O:NTIJ.

6.  Pour C1". qbii  est r'le savoir  si l.: No ONU 2590 tlavrait  s'ap'pliquer  a des formes
cl'an'iiante  autres  q'ue  la  chrysotile,  on  est  peu  renseigne  Sra  ltim.portance  commerciale

ae  l'actino]ite,  60  l'antho'ohyl'!ite  ou de  la  tr6molit=,  qui  SOl'l=l;  les  a'atrcs  forn'ies

d'amiantes  Tile:u-l;lOllI'li:?CS  dans  la  Direc'tiv<';  du Coriseil  des  Co+iunuoou't6s.  Or: constote

7.  Il  est  par cohscSquent  prolio=i6  de r'aodifier  le  J:To ONU,25o,O comme sui't  :

"2590  Amian-l;e,  toutss  lee fonii.es  au'ures  qur  classe  9, Cr-E-  III
l'ar'iiante  blcu  ou brun"


